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About Florida SART

SART is a group of governmental and private agencies dedicated to effectively communicating and planning for
animal and agriculture emergencies and disasters in Florida.

SART operates at the local level through county SART organizations.

SART combines the skills and resources of many agencies, organizations and individuals.

SART supports the county, regional, and state emergency management efforts.

SART Mission

Empower Floridians with training and resources to enhance animal and agriculture disaster response.

SART Goals

• Promote the establishment of a coordinator in each county responsible for all agriculturally related
incidents

• Provide assistance in the development and writing of county ESF-17 plans
• Promote the establishment of a County SART for each county
• Provide annual training for all SART and agriculturally-related personnel
• Identify county resources available for an emergency or disaster
• Promote counties to work at a regional level for mutual aid
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Subject: Introduce basic concepts about climate, specifically the El
Niññññño and La Niññññña phenomena and their impact on the
southeastern United States. Introduce participants to the
AgClimate Web site and the tools it provides.

Specific Learning Objectives
At the end of this training module, participants will be able to:

1. Explain climatclimatclimatclimatclimateeeee and how it is different from wwwwweathereathereathereathereather.

2. Explain the value of climate forecasts to agriculture.

3. Explain ElElElElEl NiñoNiñoNiñoNiñoNiño and La Niña eventsLa Niña eventsLa Niña eventsLa Niña eventsLa Niña events and how knowing about these climate events
helps agriculture.

4. Explain how El Niño and La     Niña events affect rainfallrainfallrainfallrainfallrainfall.

5. Explain how El Niño and La     Niña events affect temperaturestemperaturestemperaturestemperaturestemperatures in the Southeast U.S.

6. Explain how El Niño and La     Niña events affect freezesfreezesfreezesfreezesfreezes.

7. Explain how El Niño and La     Niña events affect the chance of hurricaneshurricaneshurricaneshurricaneshurricanes hitting the
U.S.

8. Explain how El Niño and La     Niña events affect the risk of wild fireswild fireswild fireswild fireswild fires.

9. Explain how El Niño and La     Niña events affect crop productioncrop productioncrop productioncrop productioncrop production in the Southeast
U.S.

10. Explain degree-daysdegree-daysdegree-daysdegree-daysdegree-days, growing degree-daysgrowing degree-daysgrowing degree-daysgrowing degree-daysgrowing degree-days and heat-stress degree-daysheat-stress degree-daysheat-stress degree-daysheat-stress degree-daysheat-stress degree-days.

11. Describe the AgClimate Web siteAgClimate Web siteAgClimate Web siteAgClimate Web siteAgClimate Web site.
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Resources

The following are sources of additional information about the subjects mentioned in this
introduction.

AgClimate Web Site
Climate information, climate forecasts, and decision-making tools for agriculture
tailored for producers in Alabama, Florida, and Georgia. Information is available on a
county-by-county basis.
http://www.agclimate.org

Risk Management Agency
Complete information related to producers’ crops insurance needs. RMA administers
the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation.
http://www.rma.usda.gov/

Southeast Climate Consortium (SECC)
This research consortium is a collaboration of six universities in Alabama, Florida,
and Georgia. SECC develops the information supplied through the AgClimate Web
Site.
http://secc.coaps.fsu.edu/

So, What is El Nino Anyway?
A non-technical description of the El Nino phenomenon from the Scripps Institute
of Oceanography.
http://meteora.ucsd.edu/%7Epierce/elnino/whatis.html

FAWN: The Florida Automated Weather Service
Real-time weather information from weather stations throughout Florida.
http://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu

Georgia Automated Environmental Monitoring Network
Real-time weather information from weather stations throughout Georgia.
http://www.GeorgiaWeather.net
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