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About Florida SART 
 
SART is a multiagency coordination group consisting of governmental and private 
entities dedicated to all-hazard and disaster preparedness, planning, response and 
recovery for the animal and agricultural sectors in the state of Florida. 
 
SART operates at the local level through county SART organizations. 
 
SART utilizes the skills and resources of many agencies, organizations and 
individuals with its multi-agency coordination group structure. 
 
SART supports the county, regional and state emergency management efforts and 
incident management teams. 
 
 

SART Mission 
 
Empower Floridians through training and resource coordination to enhance all-hazard 
disaster response and response for animals and agriculture. 
 
 

SART Goals 
 

• Promote the active engagement of each county coordinator who is 
responsible for animal and agricultural issues. 

• Provide assistance in the development and writing of county ESF 17 plans. 
• Promote the establishment of a county SART to work as a multi-agency 

coordination group to support emergency management and incident 
management teams. 

• Provide training for all SART and animal and agriculture personnel. 
• Identify county resources available for an emergency or disaster. 
• Work to comply with the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 

document. 
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 SUBJECT:  Introduce participants to the proper handling, packing and 

shipment of diseased or invasive plants and threatening or 
unusual insects for positive physical security and identification 
by Florida laboratories. 
 

 GOAL:  Participants will understand how to handle, pack and ship 
plants and insects for best analytical results and why proper 

 handling is necessary. 
 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
At the end of this training module, participants will be able to: 

1. Explain why security is an issue with plant and insect submission 
 

2. Identify issues in handling and shipping samples 
 

3. Clarify some of the most common packaging errors and explain proper 
shipment techniques for plants and for insects 

 
4. Discuss the NPDN, National Plant Diagnostic Network, and its role in 

identifying and evaluating plant and insect submissions 
 

5. Identify key resources that participants can easily access for additional 
information and assistance 
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KEY RESOURCES 
 

This publication and other materials for SART training programs are available 
on the World Wide Web at www.flsart.org, the Web site of the Florida State 
Agricultural Response Team. Note: As new modules become available, they 
will be posted on the Web site. 

 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) www.usda.gov 
USDA, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, National Center for  Import 
and Export www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/ 

 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) 
www.doacs.state.fl.us 
FDACS-Division of Plant Industry www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/ 
FDACS Division of Animal Industry www.doacs.state.fl.us/ai/ 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov  

 
Florida State Agricultural Response Team www.flsart.com 

 
Extension Disaster Education Network www.eden.lsu.edu 

 
National Plant Diagnostic Network www.npdn.org 
Southern http://spdn.ifas.ufl.edu/ 
Florida http://fpdn.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 
University of Florida, IFAS Extension Service 
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/ 

 
Integrated Pest Management http://ipm.ufl.edu 

 
 Plant Diagnostic Clinic, Quincy http://tmomol.ifas.ufl.edu/pdc.htm 

Plant Diagnostic Clinic, Immokalee  http://www.imok.ufl.edu/plant/clinic/ 
 

Insect Identification Laboratory http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/SR010 
 

Nematode Assay Laboratory http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/scripts/SR011 
 
 Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council www.fleppc.org 
 

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission http://myfwc.com 
 

Southern Region Center for Integrated Pest Management www.sripmc.org 
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