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ABOUT FLORIDA SART 
 
SART is a multi-agency coordinating group consisting of governmental and private 
entities dedicated to all-hazard and disaster preparedness, planning, response and 
recovery for the animal and agricultural sectors in the state of Florida. 
 
SART operates at the local level through county SART organizations. 
 
SART utilizes the skills and resources of many agencies, organizations and 
individuals with its multi-agency coordination group structure. 
 
SART supports the county, regional and state emergency management efforts and 
incident management teams. 
 
SART Mission 
 
Empower Floridians through training and resource coordination to enhance all-hazard 
disaster response and response for animals and agriculture. 
 
SART Goals 
 

• Promote the active engagement of each county coordinator who is 
responsible for animal and agricultural issues. 

• Provide assistance in the development and writing of county ESF 17 plans. 
• Promote the establishment of a county SART to work as a multi-agency 

coordination group to support emergency management and incident 
management teams. 

• Provide training for all SART and animal and agriculture personnel. 
• Identify county resources available for an emergency or disaster. 
• Work to comply with the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 

document. 
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 SUBJECT: Introduce participants to three exotic plant diseases 

threatening Florida. 
GOAL: To provide team members with a basic understanding of three 

exotic plant diseases now threatening Florida agriculture – 
citrus greening, soybean rust and sudden oak death – and to 
recognize the consequences of their spread. 

 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
At the end of this training unit, participants will be able to: 

1. Name three exotic plant diseases threatening Florida. 
2. Describe citrus greening and how it may be introduced. 
3. Discuss options for combating citrus greening and identify the best one. 
4. Describe one effect of soybean rust and tell how it was introduced 
5. Identify the best option for combating soybean rust. 
6. Identify the most important plant vector for the spread of soybean rust. 
7. Name two syndromes of sudden oak death. 
8. Name the SOD syndrome found in Florida and describe how it was 

introduced. 
9. Identify three nursery species that serve as vectors for the leaf/twig blight 

syndrome of sudden oak death. 
10. Identify key resources available for more information. 
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KEY RESOURCES 
 
US Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(www.aphis.usda.gov/) The APHIS public citrus greening web site 
(www.citrusgreening.net).  The USDA soybean rust web sites are 
(www.usda.gov/soybeanrust/ or www.sbrusa.net/) and the APHIS web site is 
(www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/ep/soybean_rust/). Look at 
(www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/pest_al/sodeast/sodeast.htm) for the USDA sudden 
oak death pest alert. 
 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(www.doacs.state.fl.us/) 
 
Florida State Agricultural Response Team (www.flsart.org) 
 
Integrated Pest Management, IFAS Extension, University of Florida 
(http://ipm.ufl.edu/) 
 
Southern Plant Diagnostic Network 
(http://spdn.ifas.ufl.edu/Citrus%20_Greening.htm) 
 
Soybean rust (www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/ep/soybean_rust/) 
 
California Oak Mortality Task Force (http://nature.berkeley.edu/comtf/) 
 
The Nature Conservancy, Global Invasive Species Initiative 
(http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/products/gallery/phyra1.html) 
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