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Florida Response Structure
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Emergency Support Function 17 (ESF 17)
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FDACS is the lead agency for ESF 17 in Florida.
Chapter 252, Florida Statutes, State Emergency Management Act

ESF 17 mission:  Coordinate the stateès response for animals 
(livestock, companion animals, exotic, and wildlife), agricultural, 
food safety, and vector control issues during an emergency or 
disaster situation.

ESF 17 is a broad mission area.



State Emergency 
Operations Center

(SEOC)
Tallahassee
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Local 
Emergency First

County 
Responsibility 
to Respond

County 
requests 

assistance 
from the SEOC

SEOC assigns 
åMission 
Requestæ to 

ESF 17

ESF 17 
coordinates 

Mission 
Request and 

provides 
resources to 
the county 

Until the countyès 
resources are exhausted 

or beyond the 
capability/responsibility 

of the county

Floridaès Emergency Response Structure
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The SART Genesis
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Pre-2003

No Funding. Limited Resources.
ÅHurricane Andrew Aug. 1992

ÅHurricane Erin Aug. 1995

ÅHurricane Opal Oct. 1995

ÅHurricane Earl Sept. 1998

ÅHurricane Georges Sept. 1998

ÅHurricane Floyd Sept. 1999

ÅHurricane Irene Oct. 1999

ÅSeptember 11, 2001, attacks
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2004 ãCreation of Florida SART
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ÅEst. 2004

ÅESF 17 coordinates Mission Requests 
with SART.

ÅSART coordinates disaster response for 
animals and agriculture.

ÅSART Received Funding:
ÅStatewide Homeland Security Grant Program, 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

ÅResponse Equipment

ÅTraining

ÅPlanning



What is SART?
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ÅSART is a åMulti-Agency Coordination (MAC) Groupæ

Policy guidance + Resource Prioritization = MAC Group

ÅConsists of 25+ partner agencies (Federal, State and NGO).

ÅSupports ESF 17 preparedness and response:

VProvides resources (personnel, volunteers, equipment, etc.).

VProvides technical assistance and subject matter experts.

VCoordinates information and communication flow.

VPrioritizes response actions.



Who is SART?
ÅFlorida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services 

ÅUniversity of Florida/Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences

ÅUniversity of Florida/College of Veterinary 
Medicine 

ÅExtension Disaster Education Network

ÅUSDA/Farm Service Agency 

ÅUSDA/APHIS Animal Care

ÅUSDA/APHIS Veterinary Services 

ÅUSDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services 

ÅFlorida Aquaculture Association

ÅFlorida Department of Health

ÅFlorida Farm Bureau Federation 

ÅFlorida Veterinary Medical Association 

ÅFlorida Animal Control Association 

ÅFlorida Nursery, Growers and Landscape 
Association 

ÅSouthern Plant Diagnostic Network 

ÅFlorida Cattlemen's Association 

ÅFlorida Association of Kennel Clubs

ÅFlorida Association of Zoos and Aquariums

ÅFlorida Fertilizer and Agrichemical Association 

ÅFlorida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

ÅAmerican Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

ÅFlorida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association 

ÅFlorida Fruit and Vegetable Association 

ÅFlorida State Animal Response Coalition 

ÅFlorida Veterinary Technician Association 

ÅSoutheast Milk, Incorporated

ÅHumane Society of the United States 

ÅAmerican Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
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SART Supports Counties

ÅCounties must address agriculture, animal and vector control 
incident response issues, but may not have the resources needed.

ÅSART responds to countiesè requests for assistance through the 
cooperative efforts of its partner agencies.

ÅSART åfills a gapæ for ESF 17 incident response at the local and 
state level.
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ESF 17/SART Response - CONOPS

SEOC

ESF 17

Tallahassee
(off-site)

Policy/Coordination

IMT
Incident Location

(on-site)         

Tactical Resources

SART Agency 
Representatives 
όά[ƛŀƛǎƻƴǎέύ

State  Resources

Federal Resources

Non-governmental 
Resources

Field
Response

SART MAC Group
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SART ã2018 
Legislative Update
ÅStatutory Authority for SART

ÅChapter 252, State Emergency 
Management Act, was amended to 
create statutory authority for SART 
(s. 252.3569, F.S.).

ÅEffective July 1, 2018

ÅState funding for SART

ÅFunds provided to FDACS to 
coordinate the stateès response to 
animal and agricultural issues in 
Florida in the event of an emergency 
or disaster situation. 14



Building Capacity 
2004 -Present
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Incident Command 
System (ICS) Training

ÅSART sponsors and pays for 
required ICS training for our ESF 
17 responders.

ÅPre-assigned Incident Management 
Team for ESF 17.

ÅTrained and experienced.

16



Hurricanes 
of 2004

ÅHurricanes Charley, Ivan, Frances, Jeanne

ÅESF 17 and SART Deploys
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Animal Response Equipment

ÅAnimal Sheltering Equipment 
Mobile Animal Response Equipment (MARE)

ÅLivestock Trailers 

ÅLivestock Panels

ÅBiosecurity/Decon Equipment

Å525 -Gallon Water Haulers
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Animal Response Equipment

ÅCommand Trailer

ÅUtility Trailers

ÅBunkhouse Trailers

ÅMagnum Kennels

ÅAnimal Technical Rescue 
Equipment
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2005 Hurricanes 
& 2006 PETS Act

Å2005 Hurricanes 
Dennis, Katrina, 
Wilma, Rita, and Ike

Å2005 Hurricane 
Katrina ãESF 17 & 
SART Emergency 
Management 
Assistance Compact 
(EMAC) to Mississippi

Å2006 Pets 
Evacuation and 
Transportation 
Standards (PETS) Act
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2020 Legislation FL Governor Signs CS/HB 
705: Emergency Sheltering of Persons with Pets

252.3568 Emergency sheltering of persons with pets.τ

(1) In accordance with s. 252.35, the division shall address strategies for the 
evacuation of persons with pets in the shelter component of the state comprehensive 
emergency management plan and shall include the requirement for similar strategies 
in its standards and requirements for local comprehensive emergency management 
plans. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Department of 
Educationshall assist the division in determining strategies regarding this activity.

(2) If a county maintains designated shelters, it must also designate a shelter that 
can accommodate persons with pets. The shelter must be in compliance with 
applicable FEMA Disaster Assistance Policies and Procedures and with safety 
procedures regarding the sheltering of pets established in the shelter component of 
both local and state comprehensive emergency management plans.
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ESF 17 
Annual County 
Meetings

Meet with all 67 Florida counties.
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Developed Training:
Small Animal Emergency 
Sheltering
ÅTeaches participants how to build and 

operate a temporary emergency small 
animal shelter in response to natural 
disasters or large animal cruelty cases.

ÅAwareness and Operations Levels.

ÅState-certified by Florida Division of 
Emergency Management.

ÅTuition is sponsored by Florida SART.

Å>1,000 trained and enlisted volunteers.
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Developed Training:
Animal Technical 
Rescue
ÅTeaches animal technical rescue 

team members the proper 
techniques to extricate animals 
from hazardous emergency 
situations.

ÅAwareness and Operations Levels.

ÅState-certified by Florida Division 
of Emergency Management.

ÅMeets National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) standards.

ÅTuition is sponsored by Florida 
SART.
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Veterinary Treatment Team

ÅUniversity of Florida, College 
of Veterinary Medicine.

ÅOver 50 veterinarians and 
staff.

ÅOnly veterinary response team 
available in Florida.
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Florida Veterinary Corps

ÅEstablished to enlist 
private veterinarians 
and veterinary 
technicians for 
response actions.

ÅProvide assistance to 
their communities 
and the state during 
a disaster.

ÅOver 200 individuals 
have signed up.
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Full Scale Exercises
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ÅSART sponsors a biennial 
statewide planning conference 
for all 67 Florida counties and 
SART partner agencies.



SART Website

ÅIs a critical information and 
communication bridge 
between SART members and 
partner agencies.

ÅOver 45,000 visits a month.

ÅRegister for a SART member 
account!

www.FLSART.org
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The Sentinel

Monthly newsletter for SART of 

stories from around the state, 

trainings and meeting events.

ÅDistributed to SART partner 

agencies and over 1,200 

members signed up to receive 

through the SART website.

Å Is a critical information source.

www.FLSART.org
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Florida SART In Action

2022 Hurricane Ian Response
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Hurricane Ian Impacts ãFL landfall Sept 28, 2022
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Deployed 72-person, Type III, Incident Management 
Team ãSept 30

ÅResponded to 103 mission requests in WebEOC.

ÅSet up Incident Command Post, Logistical Staging Area, and Donation Staging Area. 

Å5ŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ {!w¢ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀǎ ά!ƎŜƴŎȅ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎέ ƻƴ La¢Υ

ÅFlorida Veterinary Medical Association

ÅUF IFAS Extension

ÅASPCA

ÅHumane Society of the United States

ÅFlorida State Animal Response Coalition/SPCA

ÅIMT Operations Section:

ÅAnimal Health Assessment Group

ÅLivestock Support Group

ÅVeterinary Support & Sheltering Group

ÅDonation & Distribution Group
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Deployed Two 
Mobile 
Veterinary 
Clinics

ÅUniversity of Florida VETS Team 
(Fort Meyers/Lee County)

ÅHumane Society of the U.S. (Port 
Charlotte/Charlotte County)
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Volunteers
Å102 Pet-Friendly Shelters opened pre-landfall.

ÅEnrolled 174 new volunteers into and deployed 
86 volunteers from the ESF 17 Florida Veterinary 
Corps.

ÅDeployed >100 Florida SART volunteers and 
responders to assist at county pet-friendly 
shelters and animal shelters.  
Å28 from Florida SARC
Å43 from ASPCA
ÅFVMA and UF VETS Team

ÅJoint messaging åCall for Volunteersæ
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