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About Florida SART

SART is a multiagency coordination group consisting of governmental and private entities dedicated to all-haz-
ard disaster preparedness, planning, response, and recovery for the animal and agriculture sectors in the state
of Florida.

SART operates at the local level through county SART organizations.

SART utilizes the skills and resources of many agencies, organizations and individuals with its multiagency
coordination group structure.

SART supports the county, regional, and state emergency management efforts and incident management
teams.

SART Mission

Empower Floridians through training and resource coordination to enhance all-hazard disaster planning and
response for animals and agriculture.

SART Goals

< Promote the active engagement of each county coordinator who is responsible for animal and
agricultural issues

= Provide assistance in the development and writing of county ESF-17 plans

< Promote the establishment of a county SART to work as a multiagency coordination group to support
emergency management and incident management teams

< Provide training for all SART and animal and agriculture personnel

< |dentify county resources available for an emergency or disaster

< Work to comply with the National Incident Management System (NIMS) document
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Subject: Biosecurity for the Florida Producer is crucial for developing
effective prevention measures to preserve agriculture through an
increased understanding of industry vulnerability, premises and
worker security, animal protection, prevention activities, and
emergency procedures.

Learning Objectives

At the end of this unit, participants will be able to:

. Discuss the vulnerability of Florida agriculture

. Discuss agroterrorism

. Explain biosecurity

. I[dentify methods to ensure premises’ security

. I[dentify worker security and awareness

. Identify methods to protect animals from exposure to disease or contamination
Discuss recommendations for personal sanitation

. Describe equipment cleaning and disinfection procedures

. Identify procedures to reduce potential for premises’ contamination by movement of ani-
mals and visitors

10. Explain emergency procedures
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Slides 4-6

Learning Objectives 1

Discuss the vulnerability of Florida Agriculture
< Discuss agroterrorism

Explain biosecurity

« |dentify methods to ensure premises’ security

Identify worker security and awareness

(]

Identify methods to protect animals from exposure to
disease or contamination

@ State Agricultural Response Team 04

Learning Objectives 2

= Identify recommendation for personal sanitation

Identify equipment cleaning and disinfection preocedures

Identify procedures to reduce potential for premise
contamination by movement of animals and visitors

Identify emergency procedures

@ State Agricultural Response Team 05

What is biosecurity?

Agrosecurity means protecting the following from harmful
acts — both intentional and unintentional:

« agricultural operations,
« the food processing industry,
« the food distribution system
« the hospitality industry

When talking about agriculture, biosecurity focuses on acts
involving the introduction of pests or diseases.

@ State Agricultural Response Team 06
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Slides 7-9

Florida’s Agricultural Vulnerability

« Florida Agriculture is a 13 billion dollar a year industry

< Recent unintentional human E. coli outbreaks traced to
California farms illustrate the potential for
contamination by a bioterrorist act to impact the
consumer as well as the agricultural economy

« The safety of the food supply has to begin at its source

@ State Agricultural Response Team 07

Florida’s Agricultural Vulnerability

Florida has been called an agricultural
sentinel state because if a foreign animal
or plant disease introduction or
agroterrorism event occurs in the United
States. ..

... there is a good chance it will occur
FIRST IN FLORIDA!

@ State Agricultural Response Team 08

Florida’s Agricultural Vulnerability

Florida’s borders are truly
porous:

= 14 major seaports

= 131 public seaports

= 20 commercial airports
(13 handle international

flights)

@ State Agricultural Response Team
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Slides 10-12

Florida’s Agricultural Vulnerability

Over 75 million tourists visit Florida annually

6 million of these arrive from foreign countries

@ State Agricultural Response Team 10

Agroterrorism

When any person knowingly or maliciously uses

— biological agents
—chemical agents
— plant pathogens
—animal pathogens

as weapons against the agriculture industry or
food supply.

@ State Agricultural Response Team 11

Florida’s Agricultural Vulnerability

Global Availability

« Foot-and-mouth Disease in 25+
countries

« Hog Cholera, Avian Influenza and
Exotic Newcastle Disease are
widespread

< Animal disease agents can be
produced or delivered without
sophisticated equipment

@ State Agricultural Response Team
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Slides 13-15

Florida’s Agricultural Vulnerability

Agents that can be introduced, transmitted, and/or
created by people pose a significant risk

< Anthrax
< Foot-and-mouth Disease
« Food-borne bacteria — E. coli, salmonella

Not limited to these organisms!

@ State Agricultural Response Team 13

Prohibited Materials Carry Contagens

High potential for prohibited materials entering
Florida — gifts, souvenirs, food and other
products

W
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How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

26 million poultry

@
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How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

1.5 million beef cattle
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How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

140,000 dairy cattle

State Agricultural Response Team

How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

30,000 goats 10,000 sheep

w

State Agricultural Response Team




12

Biosecurity for Florida Producers § Workbook

Slides 19-21

How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

100,000 swine

State Agricultural Response Team

How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

350,000 horses

How Florida Is Vulnerable -- Animals

280 Game Farms and Hunting Preserves
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Biosecurity Measures. . .

.. may seem drastic, but help preserve agriculture
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Human toll:
a life's work

lost
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Definition of Biosecurity

Security from transmission of infectious disease,
parasites, and pests among livestock, poultry,
wildlife and zoo animals

@' State Agricultural Response Team 23

Your Biosecurity Resource Group?

You (and your family)
Foreman and workers
Veterinarian
Nutritionist

= Extension specialist
Suppliers

All of you are responsible for your Biosecurity Plan

@ State Agricultural Response Team 24
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The Biosecurity Key

Programs must reduce the risk of transferring
disease agents, so. . .

Exposure Prevention Is the Key!

@ State Agricultural Response Team 25

If Reducing Risk Is the Key . . .

... What should a biosecurity plan include?

< Increase my animals’ ability to resist disease
— Vaccination

= Minimize contacts that might result in disease

< Eliminate sources of infectious agents

— Other livestock, birds, insects, rodents, people,
manure, soil, surface water (or water tanks), feed,
and equipment

@ State Agricultural Response Team 26

In Developing Your Biosecurity Plan . ..

... Ask these questions:

< What are your disease concerns?

= What are the risk factors for these concerns?

= What management actions should be considered?
= How will this be monitored?

The plan must be written and practiced to be
effective!

@ State Agricultural Response Team 27




Biosecurity for Florida Producers § Workbook
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Premise and Building Security

= Critical to ensuring farm biosecurity
= Perimeter fence (with appropriate signage)
= Only one entry/exit to property with lockable gate

= Critical storage areas should have limited access and be
locked when not in use. (Lighted if appropriate)

< Establish neighborhood watch program
= Report any suspicious activity to law enforcement officials
= Maintain inventory of equipment and chemicals

@ State Agricultural Response Team 28

Premise and Building Security

State Agricultural Response Team

Worker Security and Awareness

< Pre-employment resume and
background check

< Provide biosecurity awareness and
personal protective equipment
training and implementation
policy

= Animal disease recognition
training

= Job procedure training

< Train employees to recognize and
report suspicious individuals or
unusual acitivites

= Review emergency plan regularly

State Agricultural Response Team 30
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