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SART Advisory Board Agenda 
 

The Florida SART Advisory Board will meet at 10:00 a.m. on 

Wednesday September 1 at the Florida Farm Building in  

Gainesville. This session will build on the initiatives of the March 3rd 

Advisory Board meeting and members can read those minutes on 

the web site at www.flsart.org/SART/login - scroll down the page and 

double-click on òAdvisory Board Meeting Minutes (03/03/2010).ó 

Meanwhile, the following agenda is set for the September 1 meeting: 

 

10:00 am  Call to order/Welcome/Introduction 
 

Joan Dusky, UF 

http://www.flsart.org/SART/login


   Joan Dusky (UF) and David Perry (FDACS) 

10:30 am  Gulf Oil Spill: Animal response activities 

   Tom Ostertag (FWC) 

11:00 am  State Animal Response Coalition 

   Connie Brooks (SARC) 

11:30 am  SART Planning Meeting Details 

   February 28 ð March 02, 2011 

   Joe Kight and Michael Turner (FDACS) 

12:00 noon Lunch break (if required) 

12:30 pm  SART Partner Survey 

   Member additions and deletions 

1:00 pm SART Funding Request 

   Art Johnstone (FDACS) 

1:30 pm SART Web Site Updates 

   Jiannong Xin (UF) and Michael Turner (FDACS) 

2:00 pm Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Florida SART Planning Meeting  
By Michael Turner, SART Planner 

 

Registration for the 2011 SART Planning Meeting will begin on or before September 15, 

2010.  The Planning Meeting will be held February 28 ð March 2, 2011 at the Altamonte 

Springs/Orlando North Hilton.  Room rates for conference attendees are $93/per 

night. While there is no event fee for registered participants, you must register for the 

meeting, and book your room before January 28, 2011 to be eligible for our exceptional 

group rate. All conference attendees are invited to join us for a light fare reception on the 

evening of February 28. Additionally, complimentary breakfast will be served on the 

mornings of March 1 and 2. Lunch will be provided complimentary on March 1 during our 

awards ceremony. 

 

On Tuesday, March 1, we will offer three breakout sessions. Space is limited, and your 

selection is not guaranteed, so the earlier you sign up, the greater your odds of admission 

to a particular course. 

 

 

 

 

 
David Perry, FDACS 

 
Connie Brooks, DART 



 

Accessing SART State and Regional 

Assets 

This four hour class will provide 

information on statewide & regional 

equipment, and how to order them when 

needed. You will receive safety and 

maintenance tips, as well as information 

on bio-security measures. You will be 

provide information on selecting, 

preparing and setting up an emergency 

pet shelter as well be provide instruction 

on feeding, watering and basic animal 

care. 

 

Large Animal Technical Rescue Introductory Course 

This course is aimed at local community responders from EMS, Animal Control, NGOs, etc. 

who might be involved in a large animal technical rescue. This course is intended to 

provide potential responders with an overview of safety issues for the responders and the 

patient, basic animal behavior, equipment familiarization, as well as tips and techniques 

when considering a basic rescue. This is the first step in a series of training levels for those 

wishing to become proficient in large animal technical rescue, or simply a short course for 

those who just want a basic understanding of the specialty. There will be various 

demonstrations of equipment and rescue techniques with some audience participation. 

Various scenarios will be addressed to include water rescue, mud rescue, helicopter 

rescue, trench rescue, high angle and low angle rescues. 

The Animal First Aide/Emergency Care session will cover the fundamentals of triage and 

emergency care for a range of species. Additionally, first aid procedures specific to 

different commonly encountered animals in Florida will be discussed. The session will be 

appropriate for those with limited knowledge of veterinary care, but also appropriate for 

those needing advanced continuing education in the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jiannong Xin, UF and Michael Turner, FDACS 



 

Animal Emergency Care 

The Animal First 

Aide/Emergency Care 

session will cover the 

fundamentals of triage and 

emergency care for a range 

of species. Additionally, first 

aid procedures specific to 

different commonly 

encountered animals in 

Florida will be discussed.  The 

session will be appropriate 

for those with limited 

knowledge of veterinary care, 

but also appropriate for those 

needing advanced continuing 

education in the field. 

 

Consistent with his schedule, Dave Halstead, Director, Florida Division of Emergency 

Management, will be presenting as will Liz Wang with NASAAEP and Joan Dusky with 

UF/IFAS will be presenting. 

 

Of course, òstay tunedó to the Sentinel for additional information as it becomes available. 

Meanwhile questions may be directed to either Michael Turner (turnerm@doacs.state.fl.us) 

or Joe Kight (kightj@doacs.state.fl.us). Information about the Hilton Orlando/Altamonte 

Springs, a Florida green hotel and conference center, can be found at 

http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/ hotel/ALTAHHF-Hilton-Orlando-Altamonte-Springs-

Florida/index.do 

 

 

Current FDACS/WIFSS Course Schedule 
 

The FDACS/Office of Agricultural Emergency Preparedness partnership with WIFSS 

(http://wifss.ucdavis.edu) allows several DHS-Certified agroterrorism courses to be open to 

response agencies and representatives this year. Courses are free and lunch is provided.  

 

AWR-154: Principles of National Incident Management System (NIMS) Team Building, and 

Risk Communication (Registration at 8:00 am Workshop from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm) 

Miami: Wednesday, October 13 

Miami Regional Operations Center FDLE Bldg., Emergency Operations 

Center ð 1030 NW 111th Ave., Miami 

Ft. Myers: November 30 

Regional Operations Center, 4700 Terminal Drive, Suite 6. Ft. Myers 

Sarasota: December 1 

County Government Administration Center Emergency Operation Center 

6th Floor, 1660 Ringling Boulevard 

 

 
2010 SART Exercise in Bushnell (L. Bevan photo) 

mailto:turnerm@doacs.state.fl.us
mailto:kightj@doacs.state.fl.us
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ALTAHHF-Hilton-Orlando-Altamonte-Springs-Florida/index.do
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ALTAHHF-Hilton-Orlando-Altamonte-Springs-Florida/index.do
http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 
Training such as that from WIFSS/FDACS helps you and your agency identify potential threats and 

to make a plan, it helps you learn proper response methods as a team within the ICS system. 

 

AWR-155: Principles of Frontline Response to Agroterrorism and Food Systemsõ Disasters 

(Registration at 8:00 am Workshop from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm) 

Homestead: Thursday, October 14  

Miami-Dade County Extension Office, Agricultural Center, 18710 SW 288th St., 

Homestead 

West Palm Beach: Wednesday, November 3 

Division of Emergency Management, Palm Beach County, 20 South Military 

Trail, West Palm Beach 

Davie: Thursday, November 4 

Institute Public Safety (Building 22, Room 155) Broward College, Central 

Campus, 3501 SW Davie Rd., Davie 

 

To register for a course please visit the WIFSS website. For more detailed information 

contact FDACSõ John Terry (850-410-6756 or terryj1@doacs.state.fl.us ). 

Registration: 

http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/agroterrorism/classes/classesbydate.php   

Course Information: 

http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/agroterrorism/classes/course_desc.php   

 

 

Overview 

The Agroterrorism Preparedness Training Curriculum 
 

At the national level, the Western Institute for Food Safety and Security (WIFSS ð 

http://wifss.ucdavis.edu), part of the University of California-Davis, is a training partner of 

the Office of Grants and Training, DHS. At the state level, it partners with FDACS and UF-

IFAS to bring a variety of courses to Floridaõs responder community. 

 

The purpose is to strengthen our capability to prevent, detect, respond to and recover from 

agroterrorism or other major disasters in the food systems. 

mailto:terryj1@doacs.state.fl.us
http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/agroterrorism/classes/classesbydate.php
http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/agroterrorism/classes/course_desc.php
http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/


 

The larger goal is to enhance national security by strengthening preparedness of 

responders to assure that there is capacity to respond early and effectively and in 

coordination with other state and federal agencies. Below is a list of the training curriculum 

currently offered. For more information visit the WIFSS web site: http://wifss.ucdavis.edu.  

 

AWR-151 Awareness 

Understanding the Dangers of Agroterrorism 

AWR-152 Preparedness 

Principles of Preparedness for Agroterrorism and Food Systems' Disasters 

AWR-153 Detection and Diagnosis 

Principles of Detection and Diagnosis Strategies and Technologies 

AWR-154 (NIMS) and Risk Communication 

Principles of National Incident Management System (NIMS) and Risk 

Communication 

AWR-155 Response 

Principles of Frontline Response to Agroterrorism and Food Systems' 

Disasters 

AWR-156 Recovery 

Principles of Planning and Implementing Recovery 

Electives ð courses that enhance depth of knowledge and capacity in specific areas: 

Risk Assesment Tools for Communities 

Dangerous Foreign Animal and Plant Diseases 

Foot and Mouth Disease 

Understanding the Food Systems and How They Work 

Avian Influenza 

 

 

 

 

 

This & That 
 

UF VETS Team Responds 

 On Saturday, July 24th John Haven, Director, UF School of Veterinary Medicine and 

VETS Team leader was contacted by the Williston Fire Department about livestock trapped 

in deep sink holes on private property. 

 Five members of the VETS Team responded to assist as did members of the Marion 

County Fire Department's Technical Rescue Team. In total, 20 individuals worked to sedate 

two cows in a 35-40 foot deep hole which had several feet of water in the bottom. The 

cows were successfully lifted out of the hole and freed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

This sequence of photos provided by John Haven, leader of the VETS Team shows a sedated cow being hoisted out 
of a sinkhole, �D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���W�H�D�P�¶�V���U�H�V�F�X�H���J�O�L�G�H���W�R���P�R�Y�H���L�W���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�R�O�H��  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 òWe started at 1:00 oõclock,ó Haven says, òand it was pretty hot. Weõre always 

happy to work with agencies in our community. Thereõs no up-front charge when we 

respond as the VETS Team is funded by grants and donations.ó 

 Lessons learned? Continuing practice with rescue techniques and equipment 

coupled with continuing outreach to rescue partners yields successful results. 

 

NASAAEP Seeking Members 

The National Alliance of State Animal and Agricultural Emergency Programs or 

NASAAEP is now accepting membership applications for 2010. Here are links to pdfs of 

their cover letter (Membership Cover Letter) and to the membership application 

(Membership Application). 

 If you have questions contact Liz Serca, NASAAEP Vice President. Liz is now the 

Coordinator for Emergency Management for the Texas Department of Agriculture (512) 

475-0402 Elizabeth.Serca@TexasAgriculture.gov. 

 

 


