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Tim Manning Named FSA

Executive Director for State of Florida

November 13, 2009 was a good date fofTim
Manninpé and for Florida. On
calm, dependable cochair was named Florida State

challenges and opportunities facing rural
communities, 6 commented U.
Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Manning has more than 30 years experience

Tim Manning (I) introduces FDACY administering farm subsidy programs with USDA t 0 |
Commissioner Charles Bronson atf seems likejustafewyearsagg 6 he says,

the 2007 SART Conference.

it was actually 14 yearsd that he served as Acting

State Executive Director. Subsequently, he has been
Dispute Resolution Coordinator representing FSA in
administrative hearings. He also has experience

with the Agricultural Mediation Service, as

Homeland Security Emergency Operations
Coordinator (protecting FI
terrorist attacks) and as a member of the

Catastrophic Planning Committee (developing an
emergency response system in case a monst

hurricane hits).

Tim Manning gives FWC Capt.
Linda Harrison
exercise.

Outstanding Service in administering disaster relief

to Floridads far mers. He
developing the SART program in Florida, often

chairing conferences and meetings, redreeing

difficult questions and fully supporting the multt

agency coordinating role of the organization. In
addition, he has put his amateur weather

forecasting abilities to good use both for SART and

for Florida.

Laura Bevan and Tim Mwming
discuss policy issues at a 2009
Steering Committee meeting.

Congratulations, Tim Manning, Florida FSA
Executive Director

Executive Director for the
Agency. O0Tim has a solid under
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VETS TeanmAssists With Cat Rescue

Maury Swee president of 1@ Life Sanctuary (vww.10thlife.org) 14489 E. SR 60 in
Hendry County promised ol ifeti me onaioned for u
of $ 5rbe010th bife” Sanctuaryisasevenyearo |l dkdohoé 6 50f&r{ c) (3) not
profit charity dedicated to providing lifetime care to sick, unwanted, and feral cats.
At the present time we are providing |ifetin

A 2007 document filed with the IRS and shown

on air by NBC 2 News, Ft. Myefswhich aired a

two-part series on the sanctuary, November40
(www.nbc2.com) 0 stated that there were twice

that many cats present and,on air, Swee said

that 600 cats had opassed on.
admitted that he was oconduct
the cats by injecting them with cobra venom to

control herpes. In a related story picked up by

many newspapers in the state, Swee saiddtook

in more than $250,000 donations in 2008.

A series of photos taken by a former employee

however posted on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5gD2960LLg

o document the deplorable situation atthe

Jom Haven phOtO Sanctuary during the summer and fall 2009. The

video noted that oVisitors ar

Vol unteers not encouraged. 6 The photos, NBC
ultimately prompted animal control officials to take action.

November 16

U F 6 sJulib Levy, DVM, makes an unannounced visit to the Sanctuary. She is

accompanied by other UF experts and representatives from HSUS and ASPCA. The

team finds the Sanctuar yda®inadeqnateiThe ons and t h
Sanctuary decl aredrownalkl eent mdequate standard c

November 19

UF Director of Veterinary Medicine John
Haven becomes Incident Commander and
brings the VETS team and select animal -
rescue volunteers to assist state and 5yfmrr
county authorities whoorder the Sanctuary | L
closed. City of LaBelle, Florida Animal
Control accepts custody of approximately
600 cats.

November 2325 \ "~ John Haven photd
Veterinarians from Maddieds Shelter



http://www.10thlife.org/
http://www.nbc-2.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5gD296oLLg

Medicine Program at UF examine the cats. Some 93 animals are tath to save, but
many are placedfor agencyadoption (and their status can be checked at
www.ufsheltermedicine.com/catrescue.htm). Several infectious diseases including
herpes virus, calicivirus, giardia, cryptosporidia anttitrichomonas are identified. All
cats are spayed or neutered and microchipped as well as vaccinated, treated for
parasites and tested for FeLV and FIV prior to transféw other agencies.At this time
there are approximately200 healthy friendly cats,150 healthy feral cats, and175
sick cats in need of placement

November 24

Transfer of rescued cats begingdendry County expects to press charges of animal
cruelty although Swee claims thatthe cause of the difficulties were animal rights
activists breaking into the facility and poisoning the animals.

According toJohn Havenresponse team Incident CommanderOn

November 239, the UF College of Veterinary Medicine VETS disaster
response team and the UF CVM Maddi eds
staff coordinated a multi-agency response to assist LaBelle Florida

Animal Control, which sought to shut down a cat sanctuary with

approximately 600 animals. The response required capturing the

cats, performing triage, physical exams, vaccinations and medical

treatment over the course of three days, as well as extensive cleaning

of the facility.

The VE® team was assisted by Tampa
Bay DART/SPCA, HSUS, PetSmart
Charities, ASPCA, Cat Depot, Polk County
Animal Control, Palm Beach County
Animal Control,Pasco County Animal
Control, Manatee County Animal Control,
Glades County Fire Degrtment and
Animal Control, and several private
veterinarians and volunteers.

A total of 68 volunteers participated in
the response.Tuesday the 24" was the
peak day with 50 volunteers Some
volunteers stayed the whole three day
operation, while some could only help for
a day, but theyworked tirelessly, even
late into the nightin less than ideal
weather. What seemed like an g
insurmountable task was accomplished John Haven photo
quickly. Adoptions began on Wednesday
coordinated by Tampa Bay DART. An adoption application is available
at http://www.ufsheltermedicine.com/CatRescue.htm.

She


http://www.ufsheltermedicine.com/catrescue.htm
http://www.ufsheltermedicine.com/CatRescue.htm

Haven noted that many participating agencieshad never worked

together before,but they quickly jelled, and worked long hours s.a

team in the heat and rain.The two largest participating teams, UF

VETS and Tampa Bay DART/SPQxth funded by grantsand

donations, had previously conducted two large scale training

exercises togetherand had participated in Incident Command

System tr ai nhattragning dncfansliarisy truly@did off.

This was an excellent example of what a SART team doestime

ani mal rescue sphere, ¢ Haven said. o0ltads

Report from the National Summit

The 2009 National Summit on Companion Animal Emergency Management took

place December 810 at the USDA Center for Animal Welfare Kansas City, MO. The

meeting was hosted by the National Alliance of State Animal and Agricultural

Emergency Programs (NASAAEP) and sponsored ©b

For this working summit, all representatives were invited it was not an open for

the public. Florida representaties were ESF 17 Coordinator Joe Kiglnimals and

Agriculture) UF Vet Medo6s John Haven, chab&CS6 Davi d
the ASAR working group)Lt. Daisy Harsch (Palm Beach County Animal Care &

Contro)and Sumter DARTOs Ronnie Graves.

Thereweg e 8 0O0Best Practiced working groups: ASA
Planning & Response Management, Preparedness & Community Outreach,

Sheltering, Training, Veterinary Issued Animal Decontamination, HazMat and

Radiological Issues, and Veterinary fslesd Disaster Veterinary Care.

Joe Kight Reports

FDACSd Joe Kight was Floridads official d
both USDA and FEMA, and the presence of representatives from 47 states, added
gravity to the conf eroebnjceec twhviecshd hoef sfaiindd ionnge t
the problems of animals in emergencies.



Kight also sat in on the Search and
Rescue seminars and notes that the group
struggled forward toward developing a
professional approach to training and
accreditation for animal rescue situations.
00One of the things that stru
willingness of people to wor
says. OEveryone seemed to | e
and agency agendas at home in pursuit of a
hi gher goal . ¢

Ronnie GravesReports

Representing Florila, Ronnie Graves
said about 90 people were present.

Graves, who has a lot of expertise in trucking and hauling, attended the
Evacuation and Transportation working group. One of the significant issues among
many discussed was a review of the capabilitiesfahe large, refrigerated semi
trailers that would be used to transport animals after a disaster.

A static test involving 122 dogs in one of the trailers showed that air quality
inside the trailer deteriorated within 2 %2 hours. Carbon dioxide collected aftoor
level.

The supplier claimed that the trailers leak air and thus in movement the
animals inside would have access to fresh air. Graves and others argued that this
was not the case and that animals needed fresh air. The trailers needed vent holes;
trailers should not be sealed. In fact, they should also have fans to force fresh air
inside at floor level.

Another serious issue discussed was having a single unified group develop
an ani mal responder credentialingalprogram. 0
Animal Rescue & Sheltering Coalitior® www.narsc.ne) is going to be the primary
group for this. A state manager needs to know that when a group like Sumter DART,
for instance, is contacted for help that he or she&loes not have to micremanage the
group, that they have the training and abil:i

Graves recognized a difference between the way human responders and
animal responders are viewed and treated in the context of a disaster situation.
Human responders are treated like highly skilled professionals; animal responders
are treated like walk-in volunteers. Credentialing, he feels, would help with that
identification and help animal responders do their job better.



http://www.narsc.net/

